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It was an incredibly busy April. Read below and you understand why. It doesn’t even include 
our club’s Charter. 
 
Raise money for your club. Register your club using this link and tell your members, family, friends about it and every time they buy 
online (Amazon, ebay, booking.com etc.) through this site, a small percentage goes to the club.  

If members want to advertise, for only £10, we can place small advertisements. All funds raised for the district charity account. Almost 1,000 lions 
will see your advert. An excellent place to advertise your company, holiday home, camper, old bike etc. Please contact us for details. 

Last but not least, please send reports, news about forthcoming events, charter dates, newspaper clippings and anything else you think we should 
know about. 

"Be a Hero " 
 

The Enterprise Club will taking part in the 
Coventry Walkathon again this year to 
raise funds to support there transport 
services 
They will also be entering the Mascots 
Race, trying to beat a "Guinness World 
Record". 
 
2018 is the Enterprise Club's 80th 
Anniversary year. They are planning a 
number of celebrations and fundraising 
events. They are using the hashtag 'Be a 
Hero' for that year so we intend to have 
two representatives dressed as 

Superheroes on 14th May to publicise their anniversary.  
  
The charity provides social and leisure time activities for people with physical, sensory and learning 
disabilities in the age range 18- 90 +. The club is open 4 days and five evenings every week and offers a 
variety of activities: a Day Centre, Handicraft Group, Social Evenings, A twice weekly Sports Group, lunch 
and theatre excursions. The charity provides an accessible transport service to enable its disabled 
members to access the activities at the club premises and in the wider community. Sports Group members 
participate in sports events all over the country. The majority of their members would be unable to attend if 
transport was not available to them. The charity receives no statutory funding and has to raise the £90,00 
required to keep the premises, vehicles and activities operating for one year. A year-long fund raising 
campaign is organised to include, Charity Bag Packs and Collections, raffles, a Christmas Bazaar, Summer 
Fair etc. We do have to accept that we would not reach our annual target without external support: grants, 
bequests and donations. We are taking part in the Walkathon again this year to raise funds to support our 
Transport Service. They are extremely grateful to Coventry Leofric Lions Club member  Ken Brown who is 
one of our regular volunteer drivers. They are constantly appealing for new drivers, as we are always short 



of volunteer. They also greatly appreciate the support received from Linda Ireland who has been assisting 
with our group for young adults for a number of years and also helps with their Charity Bag Packs. The 
charity is proud to be celebrating its 80th Anniversary during 2018, particularly as so many other groups 
have had to close or limit their activities due to lack of funds. Their members work very hard and 
enthusiastically support all of our fund raising events. 
So please come and join us at this years Coventry Walkathon on the 14 May at the War Memorial Park. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Shirley Lions and their skater 

For a number of years Shirley Lions have been 
helping aspiring Shirley speed skater Billy Simms by 
paying for his speed skates which have to be 
replaced at regular intervals. When we started this, 
Billy was just one of many youngsters with high 
aspirations but all his hard work and training has 
now paid off. Last weekend he became the British 

Champion in the 1000m along with the 5000m Relay 
event. Alongside this, at the end of last year and start of 
this year he was able to break all of his personal best 
times over all of the individual distances he skated. The 
next step for him as we head into the Olympic season is 
to qualify for the Olympic team and represent the 
Country in the 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea 
next February. We continue to wish him every success 

 
Shirley Lions doing their bit for the environment with local schools 

A couple of weeks ago and in conjunction with Solihull MBC 
and Haslucks Green Junior School we held a litter pick in 
Shirley Park. 60 school children divided up into groups of 5 or 
6 and with each group supervised by a Lion did the actual 
litter picking.  Today we again teamed up with this school for 

some planting 
of "margin" 
plants around 
the edge of the 
pond at Palmers 
Rough in 

Shirley.  Because the trees in the Rough had formed a canopy over the pond the plant life on its margins 
had died. As the Council have now cut back the trees the time was right for some new plants. Again the 
school children divided up into small groups and each group supervised by a Lion planted an array of 
"margin" plants around the edge of the pond. 
 
 
 
 



Birningham Chinatown Charter 

On 
Saturday 8th April 2017 the Birmingham Chinatown Lions Club held its 30th Charter and Lions Centennial 

celebrations in Birmingham. 
  
This was the biggest event held in the Club’s history with 280 guests. 
 
On the night £15,000 was donated equally between The Birmingham Chinese School, Birmingham Cultural 
& Language School and RSVP. 
  
Charter Members Lion Jeff Yap and Lion Joe Lee were presented with 30 year chevrons by PGD Lion Ian 
Haffner. 
  
Over £6,000 was raised on the night with more to come.” 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rugby Rokeby Lions 
 
Rugby Rokeby Lions have been sponsoring the 
Young Volunteer of the Year Award at the Rugby 
Yearly Sports award in memory of a past Lion, 
Lion Geoff Thompson, for the past 6 years. In the 
picture can be seen Lion President George King 
presenting the Lion’s trophy to this year’s winner. 
The event is organised by Rugby Borough 
Council to recognise those people in the 
community who give so freely of their time in  
encouraging others in all areas of sport. 

 
 



Corby & District Lions help provide an Easter Party 
 
Our photo shows Lion President, Colin 
Bradshaw, presenting a cheque for £160 
to  representatives of Maplefields Circle 
of Friends.  A Lion's spokesperson said, 
'We were approached via our Facebook 
page recently and we felt we had to help 
fund this Easter tea party.  Few of us had 
heard of the group so we joined them at 
their recent fair and spent some time 
with the young people and their families.' 
 
A spokesman for Maplefieds Circle of 
Friends said, ' We are a 'not for profit' 
organisation that put on activities and 
seasonal events for children with 
additional needs/disabilities and their 

families, eg in the summer holidays, parties at Easter and Christmas and at Halloween.  Last Halloween we 
helped the Friends of Coronation Park put on a sensory walk in the grounds of Coronation Park and a few 
activities for the children.  We hold a Summer funday each year but this year it isn't financially possible as 
we need to secure a permanent building for ourselves and decorate it in a de-sensitised way for the 
children we cater for.' 
 
MCF started off as a spin off from the school but the more we did the more we realised there was a bigger 
need within the town and it grew from there. We help with a home education group and raise funds for 
Maplefields Academy to provide a play scheme and towards an annual residential trip.  We also run a 
support group every Tuesday morning  for parents, carers and people whose lives are touched by 
additional needs/disability. 
 

Presidents Simon and Jaap Cycle home from Blackpool 
We set off from Blackpool 
bang on time, being 
waved off buy the MD 
Convention on Sunday 
23/4 at 10:30 with Google 
maps saying we had an 
eight hour journey of 
around 75 miles to get to 
our hotel in Newcastle 
under Lyme. We made 
good progress to Preston 
and on to Chorley. 
Somehow though, despite 
following the route we now 
had a total of 90 miles 
instead of 75. 
Nevertheless, we must 
thank all the local 
councils, the Canal Trust 
and National Cycle routes 
for providing so many 



excellent paths or cycle lanes and Google maps for finding them and, in the main, keeping us off the main 
roads.  
Jaap's chain came off at least six times and at the 70 mile mark suffered a puncture which he was able to 
repair. We continued along the worst paths for the last part of the routes which slowed our progress and by 
9 PM we had run out of day light and both of us now had front wheel punctures. Fortunately, we had found 
some civilization and were able to phone a local taxi firm who had a minibus that could accommodate our 
bikes and get us the last six miles to our hotel. 
So in all we cycled 137km or 85 miles managed to get some food, 15 minutes before the kitchen closed! 
We had to fix two punctures in the morning before cycling the remaining 60 or so miles back to 
Birmingham. 

 
On Monday 24/4 we started with breakfast then an hour 
repairing punctures. We set off just after 9 AM and soon got 
onto the canal towpath where Jaap's chain promptly came 
off. Pretty good progress until the towpath turned into a 
field for ten miles. At some point Jaap's back tire developed 
a puncture and we lost another half an hour to fix it. 
 
At one point 
Google 
maps took 
us off the 

canal onto country roads and then onto a dirt track and then 
through a wheat field and into the grounds of a country 
house before returning to the road and then the canal at 
Fradley where we stopped for lunch. The last 20 miles were 
tough going in parts with very little visible towpath. The path 
improved at Tamworth and stayed pretty good until we left 
the canal for the last three miles. It was around 6 PM when 
we reached the Welcome to Solihull sign.  
Total distance 232km or 146 miles. Time 19 hours. 7500 calories burnt. 
Lessons learnt 
1. The idea of cycling from Blackpool to Birmingham seems more attractive than it actually is after three 
glasses of wine 
2. Google maps is very good at finding a route for cycling but does not take account of the paths condition. 
3. Thorns are sharp enough to go through Kevlar tyres. 
4. Double check the distances for journey legs and allow an extra 33% time above what Google maps says 
5. Cycling is fun 
6. Old legs can get very tired 
Thanks to all our supporters.  
We have so far raised about £920 for hearing dogs for the deaf. You can still donate at 
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/blackpoolbirmingham 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Toys for Balsall Common Library 
 

We were very pleased to be able to help when Balsall 
Common Library approached us to provide some toys. 
These will be used in the regular weekly activities in Tales & 
Time to Play & Rhyme Time, where rather just read stories, 
nursery rhymes and sing songs the children can play with 
these and interact even more with each other. 
The picture shows Committee Service Chairman, Lion Steve 
Meakin with Senior Library Assistant Kelly Shrimpton. Kelly 
said the toys will make a big difference to the children. 

 

 
 
 

The results of The Balsall Commons Lions 
Bulb Planting Team last December. We must 
have planted some upside down!! 

I don't think we will be getting a call from the 
Chelsea Flower Show Committee this Year. 

Richard's Riding for Prostate Cancer 
 

We were pleased we could make a donation to local 
man Richard Murray who is cycling with 500 other 
Cyclists for PROSTATE CANCER from London to 
Amsterdam over 2 days starting on Friday 9th June. 
The first day will be cycling 83 miles to Harwich, the 
next 73 miles to Amsterdam. 
Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men. 
One in eight men will get prostate cancer, while the 
odds for black men are just one in four. 
If you wish to support Richard you can do so via 
www.justgiving.com/Richard-Murray7 
The picture shows Committee Service 
Chairman, Lion Steve Meakin with Richard. 
We wish him and all the other Cyclists the Best of 
Luck. 
 
Don't forget 20th May 'The Day to Remember' 
Balsall Common Lions Prostate Screening. 
 

 
 



Coventry Mercia Lions Club Lion President attends 10 Downing Street 
 

At the invitation of the Prime Minister, 
Coventry Mercia Lions President 
Ravinder Sandhu attended a 
reception at 10 Downing Street on 
Tuesday 18th April 2017. 
 
Fifty dignitaries from all over the 
country enjoyed drinks and 
appetisers on the same day that 
Teresa May announced the General 
Election. 
 
In attendance were representatives 
from the armed forces, ambassadors, 
captains of industry and community 
leaders. 
 
After networking and having their 
official photographs taken, guests 
were provided a brief tour of the one 
hundred room Georgian building 
which included several elegant state 
rooms and a grand staircase adorned 
with portraits of previous Prime 
Ministers. 
 
Later, the Home Secretary, Amber 
Rudd, joined the reception and 
chatted with guests before making an 
inspiring speech about leadership, 
community cohesion and charitable 
work. 
 
The highlight of the afternoon was a 
short meeting with the Prime Minister 

who took time out of her busy schedule to meet with those in attendance. 

 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Solihull Lions Club are sad to announce the passing away of Lion Don Helliwell. Don leaves 

behind wife Pat and childern John and Karen who had cared for him during a long illness.  
A very respected member of the club served as President in 1979/80 after joining in  
November 1972 during the early days of the formation of the club. He served in most official club capacities 
with distinction and acted as the Lions link officer with the City of Birmingham police force during the very 
successful Lions International Convention of 1998 

 
 
 



Advertising 

 
Forthcoming Events 

 

Bromsgrove Lions Club's Grand Summer Raffle is now underway and will be drawn on Monday 
4th September.  Tickets cost £1.00 each or £5.00 per book and are available from Bromsgrove 
Lions Club. 

 

Chamberlains Chartered Surveyors is a small but perfectly formed Surveying practice based in 
Harborne, Birmingham. Founded in 1999 we provide a range of prompt and competitively prices 
services for the private and public section and for individuals. 
 
We pride ourselves on personal service and the ability to not only carry out our duties in a 
professional manner but also aim to be approachable and on hand before, during and after we 
undertake work for our clients. Be it a studio flat; 10 bedroom mansion; factory or shop we are here 
to help with purchasing and renting any type of the property with tailored services. 
We also provide a comprehensive Expert Witness; CPO; Insurance; Capital Gain and Inheritance Tax 
services. 



Northampton Lions Fashion Show         Friday 5th May at 7:30pm 

To supply Leroy Lions to Northampton A&E Dept and Children’s Paediatric Ward Northampton General 
Hospital 

 

Cost £5 per person  Bar availableWootton Community Centre 

 

SANDWELL LIONS TREASURE HUNT SUNDAY 14TH MAY 
 

1:00pm start from car park located On St Kenelm’s Road Romsley Halesowen West Midlands B62 0PG (by 
Romsley Country Store) 

 
distance is approx. 20 miles. expected duration 2 hours.  

 
the route will take you on a nice drive around the Clent Hills and surrounding area. 

 
cost: adults: £2 children (under 16): free or £5 per car. 

 
prizes for the winning team. 

 
finish will be at a pub where meals can be purchased. 

 
please contact Nick or Jackie on  07817 382672  or shaw8avfc@gmail.com to reserve your place 

 



 

 



 

 



Balsall Common Lions Club 
present 

  Brassneck Ceilidh Band 
(An English Country Dance Band) 

on 
Saturday 20th May 2017 

7.30pm for 8.00pm 
Tickets £12.50 

(includes Supper) 
Licensed Bar 

at 
St Peter's Church Hall, Balsall Common, CV7 7EA  

For Tickets contact Lion Ross Collins 
01676 534820 / 07813 937921  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHINATOWN LIONS CLUB SUMMER QUIZ 
 

IN AID OF THE DG PARTNERS APPEAL 
School for Blind and Partially sighted children in Ndola, Zambia 

 
TEAMS MAX OF 6 
£5.00 PER HEAD 
FOOD INCLUDED 

 
TUESDAY 13 JUNE 2017 7PM 

 
AT 

EDMUNDS BREWHOUSE 
106-110 EDMUND STREET BIRMINGHAM B3 2ES 

 
To book please contact 

Lion President Stewart Sherman-Kahn 
07973 833 519 

stewart@chamberlainssurveyors.co.uk 

 



  
 



2 Days of Fabulous 20th Century Musical Memories 24+25 November 

As I am sure you will have seen from the Lion Magazine ‘Sounds of a Century’ is off and running. The 
entertainment is different each evening, menus have been agreed with the ‘New Dock’ [they will be different 
on each night] and Mandy has done a magnificent job in putting everything together in terms of flyers, 
design etc. 
In summary: 
Friday  
Dinner: 6 hours of entertainment including 3 course meal: Only £65. 
Saturday 
Afternoon Tea plus 2 hours of entertainment: Only £25. 
Dinner: 6 hours of entertainment including 3 course meal: Only £65. 
Saturday Package: Afternoon Tea & Evening meal: Only £80.  
 

Weekend Package: All 3 musical events, including entertainment and meals: Exceptional Value at 
Only £135. 

2 Days of Fabulous 20th Century Musical Memories 
Featuring Top Tribute Performances 

A booking form for tickets will be available at Convention, in Blackpool; book a table for a Club night out or 
a weekend away. 
MDHQ advise they have already received enquiries from Lions wishing to book tickets. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARTERS 
 

Kidderminster & District Lions Club 
 

Lion President Jackie Williams invites you to  
43rd Annual Charter Dinner 

at the 
La Brasserie  

5, Lower Mill Street, Kidderminster DY11 6UU 
On 

6th May 2017, 7.30 for 8.00pm 
Dress Code Black Tie or Dark Lounge Suit Please 

Booking with Menu Choices to jackard@jackard.plus.com or 01568 614089 by 22nd April 2017 
 

 

Lions Club Of Coventry Mercia 
 

Lion President Ravinder Sandhu & members of Mercia Lions Club 
 would like to invite you to our 4th Charter Anniversary 

 
On Saturday 13th May 2017 

7.00pm for 7.30 pm 
 

at The Village Hotel 
Dolomite Avenue, Coventry Business Park 

Coventry 
CV4 9GZ 

  
£30.00 per person 

(wines, spirits & soft drinks provided by Mercia Lions) 
 



Dress: Black Tie/Lounge suit 
 

Cheques  payable  to Lions Club of Coventry Mercia c/o Sachdev & Co, 5 Albany Road, Earlsdon, 
Coventry CV5 6JQ or alternatively, pay directly into the account detailed below: 

 
Name: Lions Club of Coventry Mercia 

Bank: Barclays 
Sort Code: 20-23-60 

Account No: 33473147 
Reference: [your club/organisation name] 

 
Contact:  Lion Anita Bedi (Region Chair)  – 07904 474441 

Lion Dr Rakesh Sachdev (Director)  – 07904 344490 
Lion Omkar Singh Hunjan (IPP) – 07831 673291 
Lion Terlochan Singh Karir (VP) – 07956 892190 
Lion President Ravinder Sandhu – 07989 498121 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THURNBY LIONS CLUB  
  

Vice President Lion Bharat Patel & members of Thurnby Lions Club 
 would like to invite you to our 9th Charter Anniversary lunch 

  
On Sunday. 14th May 2017 

12.30pm for 13.00 pm 
  

at Spice of India 
1155 Melton Road, Syston, Leicester LE7 2JS 

   
£20.00 per person 

   
Dress: Black Tie/Lounge suit  

  
Cheques  payable  to Thurnby Lions Club, C/o Lion Mahendra Trivedi, 35 Marfitt Street, Leicester LE4 6RP 

or alternatively, pay cash on the day. 
 

 Contact:  Lion Bharat Patel     – 07505 265806 
               Lion Neelesh Patel   – 07977 498461 

                      Lion Mahendra Trivedi  – 07583 116848 
 

Solihull Lions Club Centenary Charter Lunch 
 

Sunday 14th May 2017 at 12-00 noon for 12-30pm 
Held at the West Warwickshire Sports Club Grange Club Grange Road Olton Solihull West Midlands B91 

1DA 
 

The cost of the Lunch is £20 
For more details: 
Stephen Walker: sjwalker@consultant.com 

___________________________________________________________________ 
ALDRIDGE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 

  
Lion President Diane Price would like to invite you to our 28th Charter Anniversary on 20th May 2017 @ 
Druids Heath, Golf Club, 7 for 7.30pm 



Please contact for further information:  Lion Mike Barker, 12 Heygate Way, Aldridge, WS9 8SD or 
mikeb@lions105m.org.uk 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Lion President Mary Thompson and members of Kingswinford & Stourbridge Lions  

 
Would like to invite you to their 42nd Charter Anniversary Dinner. 

At the Hagley Golf & Country Club, Wassell Grove Lane, DY9 9JW  

On Saturday 8th April 2017.  

7-00pm for 7-30pm. 

Malvern Hills Lions Club 
 are pleased to invite you to join them to celebrate the Club's 42nd Charter Anniversary at the 
Worcestershire Golf Club set in the beautiful Malvern Hills. 
  
We offer a scrumptious lunch, an excellent venue with wonderful views and plenty of level and accessible 
parking, and fine fellowship with Malvern Hills Lions, their friends and family.  
  
Please return the attached booking form and cheque to Lion Secretary Heather Jeavons at 
hadjeavons@aol.com by May 22nd indicating your choices, and any specific menu requirements.  
  

Malvern Hills Lions Club 42nd Charter Lunch. 
Sunday 4th June 2017 12-30 pm for 1-00 pm  

Worcestershire Golf Club, Woodfarm Road, Malvern WR14 4PP. 
Dress. Lounge Suits. 

£22.50 per head 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Lion President Sharan Walia and Club Members 
invite you to 

LIONS CLUB OF COVENTRY GODIVA 
23RD CHARTER LUNCH 

ON SUNDAY 7th MAY 2017 
AT FEAST JUNCTION 
HERTFORD PLACE 

COVENTRY CV1 3LZ 
between 1pm to 6pm 

INDIAN BUFFET LUNCH 
Tickets £20 

Dress code smart casual 
Please join us for a casual and fun event 

Contact Jay Dattani at jmdattani@aol.co.uk 
or on 07980015656 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

DROITWICH LIONS CLUB  
Lion President Grahame and Helen invite you to our 

CHARTER DINNER 
On Friday 9th June 2017 

To be held at - 
The Crown & Sandys 

Main Road 
Ombersley, WR9 0EW 

At 7:00 for 7:30 
Dress code Formal 

£25 per person 

Lion Dave Sherwen, dave.sherwen@tiscali.co.uk 



LIONS CLUB OF COVENTRY GODIVA 

  
PRESENT 

  
CHARITY DINNER & DANCE  

ON  SATURDAY 17th JUNE 2017 
6pm to 11.30pm 

at 
SAPPHIRE BANQUETING SUITE 

243 CROSSROADS, COVENTRY, CV6 5GP 
  

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT BY 
  

TAZ-STEREO NATION 
MASTERCLASS ENTERTAINERS 

& DHOL DRUMMERS 
  

3 COURSE INDIAN MEAL 
BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS EXCEPT BEERS 

  
ADULTS £20 CHILDREN UNDER 16 £10 

UNDER 5 FREE 
For tickets please contact 
Lion Anita  07951881211 

Lion Davinder 07805610428 

 
Rugby Rokeby Lions Club 

 
Lion President George King 

 
Invites you to the 49th Charter Anniversary 

 
With entertainment from The Belladors 

 
Sunday 18th June 12.30pm -1.00pm 

 
Draycote Hotel Ltd 

London Road 
Thurlaston 

Warwickshire 
CV23 9LF 

 
Dress Code - Lounge suits 

 
£25.00 a head 

 
Please rsvp to 

Lion John O’Rourke 01788 568217 or orourke56@btinternet.com 

 
IN THE PAPERS  



 





 



 



 



 


